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Preface
Special issue dedicated to Roger Horn
This is a special issue of Linear Algebra and Its Applications dedicated to Roger Horn on the
occasion of his sixty fifth birthday.
Born on January 19, 1942, Roger obtained his BA from Cornell in 1963 and Ph.D. from
Stanford in 1967. His thesis advisers were D.C. Spencer and C. Loewner, and the influence of
both of them is clearly visible on Roger’s work that combines analysis and matrix theory.
Roger’s first paper, coauthored with P.T. Bateman, concerns the distribution of prime numbers,
and was published when he was an undergraduate. This will not be surprising for those who
know him for his breadth of interests. What might surprise readers of this journal is that Roger
has quite a few papers in medical journals on issues related to health care. A look at his list of
publications that follows will show that before the publication of his famous book Matrix Analysis
with Charles R. Johnson, Roger had an almost equal number of papers on matrices, probability,
and public health.
Thus it would seem that this book exerted a strong pull not only on thousands of its readers
but also on one of its authors. The book has become a standard resource for everyone who uses
matrices. It has been reprinted several times, and editions have appeared in Russian, Romanian,
and in Chinese once without authorization and once with!
Roger has been an editor of this journal and of the other linear algebra journals, SIMAX and
ELA. He also served a five year term as the Editor of the American Mathematical Monthly. As
everyone knows, this is a near full time job that requires careful reading of hundreds of papers
on different subjects. In addition, he has served on many committees of the AMS, MAA, SIAM,
and ILAS of which he is currently Vice President. In 1972 he became the first Chairman of the
Department of Mathematical Sciences at the Johns Hopkins University where he spent a quarter
century of his professional life. Two major innovations during his seven year term as Chairman
were the introduction of time-shared computing machines in class rooms, and a new graduate
course on matrix analysis.
Meticulous and careful writer, conscientious and supportive editor, efficient and industrious
committee member, Roger is also a warm and generous friend to many, among whom we are
happy to count ourselves. He spends an enormous amount of energy bringing people together,
encouraging them in their work, sending them papers and references, applauding their small and
big achievements, and offering sound and helpful advice. To use a Buddhist phrase, he is a kalyan
mitra, a “friend of beneficence”.
0024-3795/$ - see front matter ( 2007 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
doi:10.1016/j.laa.2007.02.014
2 Preface / Linear Algebra and its Applications 424 (2007) 1–2
We join the Linear Algebra community in extending to Roger, his wife Susan, and their family
our best wishes for the coming years.
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